
March 24th 2022

ReThink: Volunteers
Management

Please join us for this exciting Rethink
event where we will talk about how to
recruit, train, manage and appreciate
volunteers. We are more than happy
to have a panel where all European
speakers are from the new cohort of
our program expected to travel to the
U.S. in Fall 2022 and Spring 2023. They
will be joined by our longterm mentor
from the U.S. Kristen Gerwin. You are all
welcome to also share your
experience on working with volunteers
in the Q and A part of the event! 
The event is hosted virtually by our
Slovak partner Center for Community
Organizing.

Join Facebook event * Join Zoom link

June 20th 2022

ReThink: The Future of Work

Remote work, shared work between
home and off ice, 4-days working
week, safe and sustainable work
places. These are some of the ideas
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that came to the forefront with the
COVID-19 pandemic and post-
pandemic situation. We will hear
practices and challenges of how
things work in practice in the non-
profit sector in Europe and the U.S. and
reflect together on the future of work.
Please join us with your examples and
ideas!

The event is hosted virtually by our
Romanian partner CeRe.

Join Facebook event * Join Zoom link

Days Hours Minutes Seconds

* As we strive to keep our gatherings safe, please note we are only creating private

Facebook events. If you can't access the events on Facebook, but would like to mark your

participation there, please reach Elizabeth Balint or any country director. 

Please don't share publicly the Zoom link to these events. You are however welcome to

invite trusted colleagues and friends who might be interested.

STAY INFORMED: News Bites
A Decade of Success

23 GLC Professional fellows
from Europe our now in the U.S.!

Twenty three GLC Professional Fellows
from Europe from the 2020/2021
cohort have all arrived to their
placements in the U.S. by May 16th!

The group was supposed to travel in
the spring and fall of 2020. Due to the
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pandemic the original plans had to be
changed and GLCAP and it’s partners had to f ind innovative solutions to
overcome the challenges that prevented any international travels for a much
longer period of time than we anticipated at the beginning.

This extra period of time forced us to adjust our plans and introduce a Virtual
Fellowship to our participant to with professional training, skill building,
networking and alumni engagement opportunities as well as a with short virtual
internship opportunity at U.S. hosting organizations.

The virtual program with a minimum of 40 credit hours became a pre-requisite
of the delayed U.S. trip started on August 31, 2020 and completed with a Grand
Finale event on May 27, 2021. One year later most of them got the chance to
actually travel to the U.S.!

Who are our European fellows
and where are they placed?

From the 34 fellows who started the
journey back in 2020, 29 completed



our virtual program 2020/2021 and
enjoyed the “on-boarding” experience
to become a PFP alumni and received
a virtual program certif icate. 23 of
them are now f inally in the U.S!

These include 5 fellows from Albania,
4 fellows from Bulgaria and Hungary, 3
fellows from Slovakia and 7 fellows
from Romania!

You can see their bios, the list of their
hosting organizations in the U.S. and a
lot more information in our special
newsletter dedicated to this long-
awaited Spring 2022 delegation:

Download our Special Spring 2022 Delegation Newsletter

While we extend our deepest gratitude towards everyone who helped for this
trip to f inally happen, we wish our fellows safe, exciting and fruitful stay in the
U.S. until June 12th 2022!

Training program for our next
two delegations is on!

While 23 fellows currently experience
their internships in the U.S. we are

https://glc-teachdemocracy2.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Spring-2022-Delegation-Newsletter.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=glchange_makers_updates_may_2022&utm_term=2022-05-23


working with 31 future fellows from
Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania
and Slovakia that were pre-selected
to form our Fall 2022 and Spring 2023
delegations. To be able to do that,
they are undergoing 20 hours of
preliminary training, which is formed
by international and national training
sessions. Our f irst international

session took place on May 14th and featured guest trainers and long-term
friends and mentors of the program Mo George and Lew Finfer. The session was
brilliantly hosted by Enkela Poro from our Albanian partner Co-Plan. Two more
international sessions are scheduled for May 28th and June 11th.

Roma Check-In event took
place on April 28th

Roma alumni and allies working on
Roma-related issues came together
for a Roma Alumni Check-in on April
28th. The meeting, moderated by our
alumnus Brejdon Xhavara (Albania,
Spring 2019), was focused on two
other alumni with high level positions: Marius Tudor (Romania, Fall
2016) as senior political advisor at the European Parliament; and Zuzana
Havirova (Slovakia, Fall 2015) as director of Roma Advocacy and Research
Centre and Vice-Chairwoman on the Committee of Prevention and Elimination
of Racism under the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic. 

Recording of the meeting is available upon request to
v.petkov@proeuropean.net.

7 applications for our Dave
Beckwith Memorial Strategic
Partnerships Program 2022

7 GLC fellows and mentors have
applied for our f irst round of the Dave
Beckwith Memorial Strategic
Partnerships Program 2022, which
closed on April 30th. 

The program is a GLC internal
opportunity meant to provide

financial, logistical, and networking support for alumni and mentors of the
program in building strategic partnerships between people and organizations
from Europe and the U.S. This includes up to $1500 to fund travel and other
expenses for an overseas international trip  to the U.S. or Europe respectively.

We have received two applications from Albania, Bulgaria and Romania; and
one application from the U.S. The GLC Alumni Advisory Network Board will review
all applications on a meeting on May 30th and will announce the results shortly
after.

mailto:v.petkov@proeuropean.net.


Hungarian alumni and
partners joined efforts for

Clean Vote

GLC alumni were involved in the

Premierе of the short
documentaries 'Lockdown

Stories'

On April 29th 2022, the premiere

STAY INFORMED: News from partners
ECON offers GLC alumni a free
membership for the first year

As a strategic partner of the GLC
Professional Fellows program, ECON is
offering a unique opportunity for GLC
alumni to join as individuals, informal
groups or organizations - with FREE
membership for the f irst year.

Becoming a ECON member means
being part of a network of progressive
movements, organizations, and
groups of organizers in Europe who
share the vision of creating a just and
sustainable world.

ECON members contribute to
creating a European organizing space
with opportunities to engage in

exchanges, developing organizing capacity, networking, collaborating and
building solidarity with each other, as well as promoting the sustainability of the
organizing sector.

Read more and become an ECON member

STAY INSPIRED: Alumni stories
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Clean Vote campaign, which
was led by our Hungarian
partner Civil College Foundation
on the occasion of the
parliamentary election that
took place in Hungary on April
22nd. The campaign included
20 day-long workshops with
community leaders on
preventing election fraud,
dissemination of leaflets and
info sheets and media
outreach. On election day, legal
experts provided assistance
through a telephone hotline to
anyone who suspects election
fraud, and would like to take
action. Read more here.

of the short documentaries
'Lockdown Stories' took place in
the House of Cinema in Sofia,
Bulgaria. The documentaries
were produced by Bulgarian
alumnus Georgi Nikolov (Spring
2018) with support from Mina
Ognyanova (Spring 2016) and
Julia Jurieva (Spring 2018). The
documentaries tell 5 different
stories on people reshaping
their lives during the COVID-19
lockdowns. Two of these stories
are of other GLC Bulgarian
alumni: Julia Andonova (Spring
2022) and Blazhka Dimitrova
(Fall 2015). The production of
the movies was f inancially
supported by the U.S. Embassy
in Sofia.

How two alumni found each
other through a GLC backpack

Dilyana Gyurova (Bulgaria, Spring 2015)
and Mirela Juka (Albania, Spring 2019)
did not know each other. They were
part of the GLC Professional Programs
in different delegations and have not
crossed paths in alumni events. They
met in Zagreb (Croatia) in early May
at a conference by the European
Association of Service Providers for
Persons with Disabilities. And they
realized they were both GLC alumni...
through the backpack that Mirela
carried, which was branded with the
program logo.

Learning point: keep and carry your
GLC backpack and T-shirts!

STAY REFLECTIVE: Long read
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Co ntact us:

Vladislav Petkov, International Alumni
Coordinator at v.petkov@proeuropean.net

You receive this email because you are an
alumna/us/i or a friend of the GLC Teach

Brett Davidson, Narrative Lead at the International Resource for Impact and
Storytelling:

Narrative Emergency Kit: How should we prepare f or the next crisis?

The murder of George Floyd sparked a global protest and placed policing and
structural racism at the top of the public agenda. Covid-19 led to a rethink
about a whole bunch of things: health care, work, the economy, mutual
responsibility. Arundhati Roy famously talked about the pandemic as a rupture
with the past, a portal through which we could create a new world. Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine has disrupted the narrative about Europe, about refugees,
and about the very nature of political leadership.

But events don’t shift narratives and conditions by themselves. Liz Manne’s
excellent guide to narrative strategy talks about storytelling as the key route to
shifting narrative. This holds true for shocking events—so much depends on the
stories we tell about them, how we understand and interpret them.

Read full article

GLC Alumni Network
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Elizabeth Balint, GLC Program manager at
glc_teachdemocracy4@hotmail.com

Brittany Ford
GLCAP International Programs Specialist
bbford@glcap.org

Democracy program. We would be sad to
see you go, but you can always:

Unsubscribe

The GLC Alumni Network is administratively managed in Europe by our Bulgarian partner Pro European Network.
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